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OBSERVATIONS 


on the 22. Stanza in the g*- 
Canto of the 2d. Book of 


SPENCERS Faery Queene, 


written by the Requelt 
of a Friend. 


ay —_ hononr'd Friend, 
EG? Am too well acquainted 


RN CEN SH with the weakneſſes of 


= KY, mine abllities ( far unfit 
KS To Y to undergo ſuch a Task 
$RZSSEL! 25 I havein hand) to flat- 
rer my {elf with the hope I may either 
inform your underſtanding,or do my ſelf 
honour by what I 2m to —E. But I am. 
ſo defirous you ſhould be poſleſt with 
the true knowledge of what : bent will 
I have upon all occilions to do you ſer- 
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vice, that obedience to your command 

weigheth much more with me, then theto 
lawtulneſle of any excuſe can, to preſervewh 
me from giving you in writing ſuch ath: 
reſtimonie of my ignorance and crring pl: 


' Phantafie asT fear this will prove. There. Al 


fore without any more circumſtance ,. I {cu 
will, as I can, deliver to you in this pa« bir 


. per, what eh'other day I diſcourſed to fuc 


you upon the 22. Staffe of the ninth dir 
C2zt61a the ſecond Book of that match-/on 
lefſe Poem, The Faery Queen, written by On 
our Engliſh 77g; whoſe words are'th: 
theſe : | hj1 

to 
The Frame thereof ſeem'd partly Circular, Cal 
And part Triangular : O work divine! Re 
T boſe two the firſt and laſt proportions are, ob 
The one, imperfeR, mortall, feminines ge 
THY other mmortalperfet,maſculine;(aſe, 111 


| And twixt them both a © 1uadrate wes the by 


Proportion'd equally by ſeven and nine, Iy 
N ine was the Circle ſet 1n Heavens place, thi 
All which compadted made agoodly D rapaſe. thi 
T | buy 
In 


T 


| of the Facry Queen. - el 
1d Inthis Staffe the Author ſeems to me 
heto proceed in a different manner from 
vewhat he doth elſewhere generally 
athrough his whole Book. For in other 
ig places, although the beginning of his 
e. Allegory or myfticall fenſe, may be ob- 
I ſcure, yet inthe proceſſeof ir, he doth 
a- hiniſelf declare his own conceptions in 
-o ſuch ſort as they are obvious to any or- 
h dinarie capacitie : Burt in this, he ſeems 
1-/onely to glance at the profoundeft noti- 
y. ons that any Science can deliver us, and 
e/then on a ſadden (as it were ) recalling 
| himſelf out of an Enthuſiaſme,he returns 
to the gentle Relation of the Allegort- 

, call Hiſtory he had begun, leaving his 
Readers to wander up and down in much 

| obſcuritie, & to come within much dan- 
ger of crring at his Intention in theſe 
-. Ines > WhichT conceive tobe dictated 
\ by ſucha learned Spirit, and ſo general- 
ly a knowing Soul, that were there no- 

-, thing elſe extant of Spercers writing, yet 
, theſe few words would make me eſteeme 
him no whit inferiour to the moſt fa- 
REESE mous 
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mous men that ever have been in any be 
age : as giving an evident teſtimonie m 
herein, that he was throughly verſt in the ſh 
Mathemaricall Sciences, in Philoſophy, o\ 
and in Divinity , to which this might yc 
ſerve for an ample Theme to make large le 
Commentaries upon. In my praiſes up- ez 
on this ſubje@, I am confident that the af 
wo.th of the Author will preſerve me re 
from this Cenſure, that my Ignorance ct 
onely begets this Admiration, ſince he 
hath written nothing that is not admi-: © 
rable, But that it may appear I am gui- © 
ded ſomewhat by my own Judgement a1 
(tho' it be 2 meane one) and not by im- d 
plicite Paith, and that I may in the beſt t! 
manner I can,comply with what you ex- 5 
ped from me, I w1ll no longer hold you 
in ſuſpenſe,but begin immediately,(tho' t 
abruptly) with the declaration of what n 
I conceive to be the true ſenſe of this t 
place , which I ſhall not go about to e 
adore with any plauſible diſcousſes, or 
with Authorities and exemples drawne 
trom others writings ( ſince my _ 
Of 


of the Faery Queets 5 


y. both of conveniency and learning would 
te make me jall very ſhort herein) bur it 
2e ſhall beenough for me to intimate mine 
y, own conceptions, and offer them up to 
It you in their own ſimple and naked form, 
e leaving to your better Judgement the 
»- ex2minationof the weight of them, and 
e. after peruſall of them, beſceching you to 
e reduce them and me if you perceive us 
e' crring., ; 

e  Tisevident that the Authors intenti- 
-; on inthis Capo 15 to deſcribe the bodie 
;- ofa man inform'd with a rarionall ſoul, 
t and in proſecution of that defigae he lets 
- down particularly the ſeverall parts of 
t the one and of the other : But in this 
= Starza he comprehends the generall de- 
u_ ſcription of them both, 2s (beiug joyned 
> together to frame a comp'cat Man) they 
t make one perfe&t compound, which wlll 
s the better appear by taking a ſurvey of 
o every ſeverall clauſe thereof by it ſelf. 
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« The Frame theveof ſeemd partly Circular, 
* And part Tridngularo— 


* By theſe Figures, I conceive that he 
means the mind and body of Man ; the 
firſt being by him compared to a Circle, 
andthe latter to a Triangle. For asa Cir- 


cle of all Figures 1s the moſt perfeR; and . 


includeth the greateſt ſpace, and 1s every 
way full and without Angles , made by 


the continuance of one onely line - ſo | 


mans ſoul is the nobleſt and moſt beau- 
tifull Creature, that God hath created, 
and by it we are capable of the greateſt 


gifts that God can beſtow , which are - 


Grace, Glory, and Hypoſtaticall Union 
of the Humane nature to the Divine,and 
ſhe enjoycth perfe& freedome and liber- 
tic in all her Actions, and is made with- 
' out compoſition, which no Figures are 
that have Angles (for they are cauſ'd by 
the coincidence of ſeverall lines ) but of 
one pure ſubſtance which was by God 
breath'd into a Body made of ſuch com- 


pounded | 


| 


 ”w % wn * > (d 
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| pounded earthas in the preceding St4#e 


za the Author deſcribes. And this is the 
exa@ Image of him that breathed it, re- 
preſenting him as fully as tis pofſible for 
apy creature which 4s infinitely diftant 
from a Creator, For, as God hath ne1- 
ther beginning nor ending : ſo, neither of 
theſe can be found ina Circle, although 


. thar being made of the ſucceſſive mott- 


on of a line, it muſt be ſuppoſed to have 


a beginning ſomewhere : God 1s com- 


pared to a Circle whoſe Center 15 every 
where, but his circumference no where: 
But mans foul is a Circle, whoſe circum- 
ference 1s limited by the true center of 


It, which is onely God. For as a circum 


ference doth in all parts alike reſpe& 
that indiviſtble Point, and as all lines 
drawn from the inner {fide of it, do make 
right Angles within it, when they mect 
therein : ſo all the interiour a&tions of - 
mans ſoul ought to have no other reſpe- 
ive Point to dlre& themſelves unto,but 
God, and as long as they make right 


| Angles, which 15, that they keep the ex- 


act 
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LS - ; . tne 
a&t middle of virtue, and decline not to! A 


cither of the ſides where the contrary vi- jj, 
ces dwell, they cannot fail, but meec in, 
their Center. By the Triangular Figure 
he very aptly defigres the body : for as jc 
the Circle is of all other. Figures the jj; 
moſt perfe& and moſt capactous : ſothe 
Triangle js moſt imperte&, and includes 1, 
leaſt ſpace. Ir is the firſt and loweſt of 
all Figures ; for fewer then 3 right An- | py 
gles cannot comprehend and incloſe a yr 
{uperficies, having but z angles they are h; 
all acute (if it be equilaterall) and but 
equall to 2 »2ght ; in which refpe& all x5 
orher regular Figures confilting of more gj 
then 2 lines,do exceed it, T 


(May not theſe b-reſembled to the 3 


reat compounded Elements in mans jx 
odie, to wit, Salt, Sulphur and Mercu- 


| ric, which mingled togerher make the 


2 qualities whereby man liveth >) For 
the more lines that go to comprehend 
the Figure, the more and the greater the 
Aogles are, and the nearer it comes to 
Eh the 


vy 
b 
naturall heat and radicall moyfture, the $i 
y 
ſ 
C 


of the Faery Queen. '9 
| the perfetionand capacitie of a Circle. 
0' A Triangle is compoſed of ſeverall 
t lines, and they of Points, which yet do 
1 not make a quantitie by being contigu- | 
"© Gus tO one another : but rather the mo - 
5 tion of them doch deſcribe the lines. In 
© like manner the Body of man is coms 
© pounded of the foure Elements which 
-5 arermade of the foure primarie qualities, 
TL not compounded of them ( for they are 
- | but Accidents) but by their operation 
2 upon the firſt maxter. And as a Triangle 
© heth three lines, ſo a ſolid Body hath 
© three dimenſions, to wit, Longitude, L2- 
I tirude and Profunditie. But of all bo- 
© dies, Man is of the loweſt rank, (as the 
Triangle is among Figures ) being 
} compoſed of rhe Elements which make 
S 1c liable to alreration and corruption. In 
which confiderarion of the dignitie of 
| bodies, I divide them by a generall divi- 
ſion, into ſublunarie ( which are the ele- 
" . mentared ones)and #thereall, which are 
ſuppoſed to be of their own nature, in- 
corruptible, and peradventure there are 
EE. ſome 
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ſome other ſpecies of corporeall ſubſtan»! 
ces, which 15 not of this place to diſputes 


O work daiune! 


Certainly of all Gods works, the no- 


bleſt and perftefteſt is Man,and for whom' 
indeed all others were done. For, if we; 
confider his ſoul, it is the very Image of 


God. If his bode, it 15 adornd with the 


greateſt beautic and moſt excellent ſym- | 


metry Of parts, of any created thing: 
whereby it witneſleth the perfection of 
the ArchiteR;, that of ſo droſhhe mold is 


able to make ſo rarea fabrick : If his ope= 
Yatiozs, they are free: It his ed, it 1s 


eternal] glory. And if you take a/! toge- 
ther, Man is a little world, an exa& type 


of the great world, and of God himſelf. 
Bur in all this, me thinks,the admirableſt 


work 15 the joyning together of the two 
different and indeed eppoſite ſubſtances 
in Man, to make one perfe&t compound; 
rhe Soul and the Body, which are of fo 
contrary a nature,that their #niting ſeems 

to 


1®. 


T 
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of the Faery Queen. Ir 


tobe a Miracle. For how can the one in- 


' form and work in the other, ſince there's 


nv meanof operation (that we know of) 
between a ſpirituall ſubſtance and a cor- 
poreall> yet we ſee that it doth : as hard it 
15 to find the true proportion betweene a 


., Circle and a Triangle ; yer, that there 1s 
2 Juſt proportion, and that they may be 
| equall, Archimedes hath left us an inge- 


nious demonftration , but in reducing it 


toa Probleme, it fails in this, thar be- 
cauſe the proportion between a crooked 
| line anda ſtraight one, is not known,one 


muſt make uſe of a Mechanick way of 


meaſuring the perspherie of the one, to 
: convert it tothe fide of the other. 


» T heſe two the firſt and laſt proportions are. 


— What] havealready ſaidconcerning 
a Circle and a Triangle,doth ſufficiently 
unfold what is meant in this verſe. Yet 
twill not be amiſſe to ſpeak one word 


more hereof in this place. All things 


that haveexiſtence, may be divided into 


three 


hk — 
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three Claſſes: which are, either what is f 
pure and {imple in it felf, or what hath a Ce 
nature compounded of what is ſimple,or w 
_ what hath a nature compounded of what th 
15 compounded. In continued quantitie T 
this may be exemplified by a Point, a fc 
line, and a ſuperficies in Bodies : and in tit 
numbers, by an unity , a Denary, and a fb 
Centenary. The firſt, which is onely bu 
pure & ſimple, like an 1adiviſible point, bv 
or an unity, hath relation onely to the Ji: 
Divine nature: That point then moving [ 
ina ſphericall manner ( which ſerves to Ii 
expreſle the perfe&tion of Gods ations) | c 
deſcribes the Circles of our ſouls, and Jl 

of Angels, and intelleuall ſubſtances, ? 
| whichare of a pure and ſimple nature, Jl 
but receiveth that from what is ſo, in a. a0 
perfe&er manner,and that hath his, from 
none elſe. Like lines that are made by 
the flowing of points , or Denaries thar | 
are compoſed of Unities : beyond bork | 
which there ts nothing. In the laft place, 
Bodies are to be rankt, which are com- 


poſ:dof the Elements; and they likewiſe | 
ſuffer 1 


|. © of the Facry Queens T2 
is ſuffer compoſition, and may very well be 
a Compared to the lowelt of the Figures 
x Which are compoſed of lines , that owe 
t their being to Points ( and ſuch are 
e Triangles) or to Centenaries that are 
2 compoled of Denaries, and they of Uni- 
n ties. Bur if we will compare theſe toge- 
2 ther by proportion , God miſt be left 
y but. ſince there is as infinite diſtance be- 
r, dveene the Simplicitie and Perfection of 
1e dis nature, and the compoſition and im» 
& nes of all created ſubſtances, as 
0 here 15 between an indiviſible Point and 
z) 4 continuate quantitie,or between a ſim- 
d Jle Unitie and a compounded number. 
S, jo that onely the other two kinds of 
e, ubtance do enter into this conſiderae 
1 2. 40N* and of them I have already proved, 
m Hat mans Soul is of the one the nobleſt, 
Dy Petng diznified by hypoſRtaticall Union - 
ar ove all other intelletua!l ſubſtances) 
th md his elementated Body, of the orher 
e, he moſt low and corruptible. Whereby 
n- #15 evident, that thoſe two are the firſt 
iſe Þd laR Proportions, both in reſpeR of 
= - B their 
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their own Figure, andof what they ex-| | 
preſled. *: 


« The one imperfett, Mortal, Feminine: ” 
&«& Th other tmmmorial, perfe i, Maſe cultnbe, 1 


Mans Body hath all the propricttes of;.. 
imperfe& matter. It is butthe Patient-of),. 
it ſelf alone,it can do nothing; 1t 1s liable, 
ro cortuption and diffolution it it once, 
be deprived of the form which aQuares?* 
it, and which is incorruptible and ing, 
mortzll. And as the feminine Sex is im-} © 
perfect, and receives perfection from the, 
maſculine: ſo deth the Body from they, 
| Soul, which to it is in Heu of a male. 
 Andas incorporall generations the fed, 
malc affords but grofle and paſſive maty, 
ter, to which the Male gives ative heat; - 
and prolificall vertue: ſo in ſpiritualy, - 
generations ( which are the operationg : 
of the minde) the body adminiſters oney, . 
 Iythe Organs, which if they were not Fr 
imployed by the Soul, would of themg n 
{elves {erve for nothing, Ang as thereig 


L of the Faery Queen. ro * 
"Ja mutuall appetence between the Male 
{and the Female, betweene matter and 
 *forme; $o there is betweene the bodie 
{and the foul of Man, but what ligament 
F*\rhey have, our Author defineth nor (and 
cit may be Reaſon is not able to atrzine 
"Xo it ) yet he telsus what is the foundae 
ffion that this Machire refts on, an1 
hat keeps the parts together ; in theſe 
COrds. 
_ _ .. 
"F* And twixt them both,a Quadrate was the 
By which Quadrate, I conceive, that 
*he meancth the foure principal! humors 
©4n mans Bodie, viz. Choler, Blood, 
©Phleme, and Melancholy ; which if they 
the dittempered and unfitly mingled, dil- 
' olutien of the whole doth immediately 
Enſue: like to2 building which falls to 
faine, if the foundation and Baſe of it 
dc unſound or diſordered. And in ſome 
q f theſe, the vitall ſpirits are contained 
'-#nd preſerved, which the other keep 1a 
" Folivenicnt temper ; and as-long as they 
» T3. x 4 
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do ſo, the ſoul and bodice dwell together. 
like good friends : ſo that theſe foure are « 
the Baſe of the conjun&ion of the ot.ier | 
two, both which he ſaith, arc = 
' 

&« Proportion d equally by ſeven an mint, 7 
'C 

In which words, I underſtand he t 
meanes the influences of the ſuperior: 1 
ſubſtances ( which governe the 1nfe- c 
riour ) into the two differing parts of t 
Man ; to wit, of rhe Starres (the moſt { 
powerfull of which , are the ſeven Pla- t 
nets, wito his body : and of the Angels! © 
divided into nine Hierarchies or Or- o: 
ders) into his ſoul: which in his Aſizo-to! 


phel, he ſaith is Ie 
Et, tec 

« By ſovereigne choice from th*heauenhibe 
1res ſeleF, z 'm 

« 4:d lineally deriV*d from Angels race. Of 
| uy 


And as much as the one governe than: 
Body, ſo much the other do the MindeFo! 
Whereiais to be conſidered, that ſound 


| of the Faery Queen. 7 
x. areof opinion, how at the inſtant of 2 
re. Childs conception, or rather more ef- 
-r fectually at the inſtant of his Birch, rhe 

conceived ſperme or tender Body dorh 
receive ſuch influence of the Heavens 
| as then raigne over that place, where the 

' conception or birth is made: And all 
hes the Starres or virtuall places of the cee 
or: leſtiall Orbes participating the qualities 
e- Of the ſeven Planets(according to which 
of they are diftribnted into ſo many Claf- 
oft ſes, or the compounds of rhem) it comes 
la- to paſle, that according to the varictie 
els, of the ſeverall Afpe&s of the one 2nd 
)r- of the other, there are various 1nclin2tt- 
705008 and qualities in mens bodies, but all. 

.reducedro ſeven generall heads and the 
compounds of them, which being to 
yljbe varied innumerable wayes, Cauſe as 
many different «ff-&:, yet the influence 

:e, of ſome one Planct continually predo- 
minating.But when the matter in a wo- 
mans wombe is capable of a ſoul to in- 
xde$orm 1t, then God fendeth ore from 


M - Eternall 


COONS - 7777 7/1 God, 41 
In P aradiſewhilome did plant this F lower, | y 
whence he it fercht out of her #wative place, | | 
And did in Stock of earthly fleſh inrace. | » 


And this opinion the Author more: y 
plainly expreſſes himſelfto be of,1n ano-! x, 


ther work, where he faith - ' - 
There ſhe beholds with high aſpiring þb 
thought IF 

The cradle of her own Cyeat on; - C( 
Emone(t the ſeats of” Angels heaven, el 
mwrought 11; 
«tf 


Vhich whether it have been crezted: i 
ever fince the beginning of the world,! © 
and referv'd in ſome fit place trill: due! d, 
time, or be created on emergent ocea-; tt 
fion ; no man can tell : bur certain it is, th 
that it 1s immortall, according to what: ct 
I ſaid before, when I ſpake of the Circle th 
which hath no ending,and an uncertain! fa 
beginning. The meſſengers to conveigh va 
which foul into the bodic, are the Incel! m 

[igence! 


| of the Faery Queen. I9 
1 | ligences which move the Orhbes of Hea- 
» | ven, who according to their ſeverzll na- 
» | tures communicate to it ſeverall pro- 
 prieties : and they moſt, who are Gover- 
- nours of thoſe Starres at chat inſtant, 
© who have the ſuperioritic In the plane- 
| tary aſpects, Whereby ir comes to paſſe, 
! chad in all inclinations there's much af- 
finitie betweene the Soil and the Body, 
| being that the like is betweene the Intel- 
ligences and the Starres, both which 
' Communicate their vertues to each q 
{[3. them. And theſe Angels, being , as I 
' ſaid before, of nine ſeverall Hierarchies, 
there are ſo many principle differences 
2d; in humane ſouls, which participate moft 
d," of their propriettes, with whom in their 
ze: deſcent they made the longeſt ftay, and 
2-; that had moſt 2ive power to work on 
15, them, and accompanied them with a pe- 
at culi2r Gen (v which 1s according to 
le their ſeverall Governmen ts) like the 
17) ſame kind of water that running through: 
ol various i wherein Gverall aro- 
el! matike an oloriferous things are laid, 
ef B 4 do 
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de acquire ſeverall kinds of taſtes and 
ſmels. For it is ſuppoſed, thar in their 
firſt Creation, all Souls are alike, and' 
that their differing proprieties arive to 
chem afcerwards whenthey paſſe through ! 
the ipheres of che governing Intelligen- | r 
ceS. So that by ſuch their mfluence , it ' 
may iruly be ald » that ; 1 


« Nine was the Circle ſet in Hexvenc place, 7 
zn 

Which verſe, by affigning this office Jp 
ro the nine, and the proper place to the | 
Circle, gives much light to what 1s ſaid i 
before.. And for a further confirination ki 
that this is the Authors opinion, read !' 
attentively the fixt Cazto of the 3.Book, © 
where molt learnedly and ar Loan he de-- 'y 
livers the Temets of this Philoſophic;and w 
. for thar. I commend to you to take par- Þr 
ticular notice of the 2d. and thirty two fit- 
Starzats : as allo the laft of his Epitha. þ k 
lanioz: and furvaying his works, you | 
ſhali finde him a conſtanr diſciple of | F 
Platoes SChooOk ſe] 


« 11 | 
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of the Faery Queen. - 21 
d 6 | 
ir! * Al which compatted, made 8 gooaly 
d* Dzapaſe. 
Of 
hi In Nature there is not to be found a 
a- | more compleat arid more exa&t Con- 
ir | cordance of all parts, then that which is 
. betweene the compattion and conjun- 
:tionof the Body and Soul of Man: 
e, Both which alrhough they confiſt of 
:many and moſt different faculties and 
ce parts, yet when they keepe due time 
with one another, they altogether: make 
the moſt pertect Harmony that can be 
Mn magined. And as the nature of ſounds, 
d Tha: confift of friendly conſonancies and 
k, accords, 15. to mingle themſelves with 
e- Þne another, and to ſlide into the eare 
d Jvith much ſweetneſſe, where by their 
r- Þnity they laſt a long time and delight 
© fit: where as contrarily,diſcords continu- 
a- Mily jarre, and fight together, and will 
u fot mingle with one another : but all of 
>f them ſtriving tohave the victory, their 
fcluation and diſorder gives a _— 
| en 
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endto their ſounds,which ſtrike the Eare 
in a harſh and offenſive manner, and 
there die in the very beginning of their 
Conflit: In like manner, when a mans 
Actions are regular , and directed to- 
wards God, they become like the lines 
of a Circle, which all meer in the Cen- 
rer, then his muſfick 1s moſt excellent }: 
and Compleat, and all together are the 
Authors of that bleſſed harmony which 
. maketh him happie in the glorious viſt- 
on of Gods perfe&ions, wherein the | 

minde is filled with high knowledges 

and moſt pleaſing contemplations ; and 

the ſenfes, as it were,drowned in cternall |. 

delight; and nothing can interrupt this | 

Toy, this Happineſle, which is an ever- 

laſting Diapaſe : Whereas on the con- | f 

trary, if a mans actions be diſorderly, | © 

and conſifting of diſcords , ( which is, } © 

when the ſenſitive partrebels and wra- | © 

Rles with the Rationall, ftriving to op- t 

preſſe it ) then this mulick is ſpoiled, | Ti 

and inſtead of eternall life, pleaſure and | Y 

joy, it cauſeth pzrpetu2!l death, horrour, q f2 

paine | ” 
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paine, and miſery. VVhich infortunate 
* eſtate the Poet deſcribes elſewhere; as 
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in the concluſion of this Staffe he inti- 


' mates: theother h2ppy one,which is rhe 


never-failing Reward of ſuch an obedt- 


* ent bodie, and ethereall and vertuous 


minde, as he makes to be the ſeat of the 


: bright Virgin Alma, mans worthicſt in- 


babirant, Reaſor. Her I feele to ſpeake 


- within me, and chide me for my bold 


Attempt , warning me to ſtray no fur- 


, ther, For what I have ſaid (conſidering 


how weekly it 18 ſaid ) your Tommand 
1s all the excuſe thar I canpretend. But 


.fince my defire to obey that, may bee 


ſeene as well ina few lines, as in a large 
Diſcourſe, it were indiſcretion in me to 
trouble you with more, or to difcover 
to you more of my Ignorance. I will 


onely begge pardon of you for this blot- 


ted and jnterlined paper, whoſe Con- 


'rents are ſo meane that it cannot deſerve 


the paines of a Tranſctiption , which if 
you make difficu!ty to grant to it, for 
My ſake, let ic obtain it for having been 
Yours. And 
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And now I return to you alſo the 


Book that contzins my Texs, which ye- , 


fterday you ſent me, to fit this part of tt 
with a Comment, which peradventure 
I might have performed better, if either 
| I hadafforded my ſelfe more rime, or 
had had the conventencie of ſome other 
books apr ro quicken my Invention , to. 
whom I might have been bebolding for 
enlarging my underſtanding in ſome: 
things that are treated here, aſthough 


the Application ſhould ſtill have been- |- 


my own : Wich theſe helps perhaps I 


might have dived further into the Au-. þ. 


thors Intention(the depth of which c2n- 


rot be ſounded by any that is lefle learn- , |, 
cd then he was) Bur I perſwade my f-lf | 
very ftrongly, that in what I have fad *| 


there's nothing contradictory to 1t , and 
that an intelligent and well learned man 
proceeding on my grounds might com. 


poſe a worthie and true Commentarie | 
on this Theme: Upon which I wonder | 


how I ftumbled, conſidering how many 


learned men have failed inthe Interpre- 
taiion 
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_, tation of it,and have all af the firſt hear- 
ing, approved my opinion. 

But it was Fortune that made me 
fall upon it, when firſt this $4224 was 
'Þ. readto me for an indiſſoluble Riddle. 

| And the ſame Difcourſe T made upon 

It, the firlt halfe quarter of an houre 

that I faw it, I ſend you here, without ha- 

ving reduced it to any better form, or 

* added any thing at all unto it. Vhich I 

beſecch you receive benignely , as co- 
* Ming from h 


J A 


k i 


| 'T Your moſt ao Nona Friend 
T | and humble Seryant, 
; ; 
| T | XKenelm Digby. 
F 
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